Articles:  A, An, & The
	A and An =  indefinite articles (not a specific object; not everyone knows what you’re talking about)

Eric has a dog.


I’d like an apple.


She works at a school.

	The= definite article (a specific object that both the person speaking AND the listener know)


The dog that lives next door is nice.


I’d like the apple that is sitting on the table.


She works at the school where my children go.


A few basic rules:

· The first time you speak of something, use  A or An.  The next time you repeat that object, use The.



I saw a mouse in my house.  The mouse was trying to run behind my refrigerator. 



We saw a movie last night.  We invited my friend to the movie, but she couldn’t join us. 

· DO NOT use an article with names of countries, states, cities, counties, lakes, sounds, falls, or mountains, EXCEPT when it’s a collection of states (such as the United States) or collection of mountains/lakes (the Cascade Mountains, the Great Lakes)

I live in Bellevue, near Lake Washington. (NO articles)

She lives in Issaquah, near the Cascade Mountains, close to Lake Sammamish.
My son hiked Mt. Rainier last summer. (NO article)

· DO use a definite article with oceans, seas, and rivers.

He lives near the Baltic Sea.

We visited the Snoqualmie River.
· DO NOT use an article when speaking about things in general.
I like Turkish tea.

Jonny likes reading books about whales.

· When talking about schools or colleges, we generally DO NOT use an article (Bellevue College, Seattle University, Clyde Hill Elementary)  EXCEPT when the word College, University, or School comes FIRST (The University of Washington, The College of Connecticut, The School of Teaching ESL)
· We generally DO use a definite article for places/building that we generally know, such as the library, the mall, the grocery store, the bank, the post office.
· DO use a definite article when talking about superlatives (the most delicious cake, the longest road)

Find and correct the mistakes in the paragraph below:

(hint:  there are 14 corrections needed)
A Wonderful Vacation

Last year, I had a wonderful vacation.  My husband and I took trip to Alps.  We visited three countries: the France, Switzerland, and Italy.  We rented the car and drove all around.  The car was small, but comfortable, and a most important thing was it had a GPS so we wouldn’t get lost!  We enjoyed seeing the Lake Geneva and taking boat ride across the water.  We went to medieval castle.  A castle was built sometime in the 12th century.  We also visited the Mont Blanc in France, then drove through one of longest tunnels in the world into Italy.  We ate a lot of delicious food and experienced some wonderful things, including a mass in a old church. When it was time to return to U.S., I was really sad.  It was fun to tell my students at the Bellevue College all about my travels!
Now try these sentences.   Use a, an, the, or Ø (if no article is needed)
1) ___ gas is expensive nowadays.  ____ gas at Safeway is cheaper than ____ gas at Chevron.  But Costco has ____ cheapest gas of all.  

2) My roommate Shari bought ____ radio.  She likes to listen to ____ music when she studies.  ____ music she listens to is not my favorite type, so I usually ask her to turn ____ radio down when I get home.
3) During our vacation in ____ Florida, we walked along ____ beach and looked out at ____ Atlantic Ocean.  ____ sun was shining, and we enjoyed relaxing on ____ sand.
ANSWERS 

A Wonderful Vacation


Last year, I had a wonderful vacation.  My husband and I took a trip to the Alps.  We visited three countries: the France, Switzerland, and Italy.  We rented the a car and drove all around.  The car was small, but comfortable, and a the most important thing was it had a GPS so we wouldn’t get lost!  We enjoyed seeing the Lake Geneva and taking a boat ride across the water.  We went to a medieval castle.  A The castle was built sometime in the 12th century.  We also visited the Mont Blanc in France, then drove through one of the longest tunnels in the world into Italy.  We ate a lot of delicious food and experienced some wonderful things, including a mass in an old church. When it was time to return to the U.S., I was really sad.  It was fun to tell my students at the Bellevue College all about my travels!
Now try these sentences.   Use a, an, the, or Ø (if no article is needed)

1) _ Ø _ gas is expensive nowadays.  _The_ gas at Safeway is cheaper than _the_ gas at Chevron.  But Costco has _the_ cheapest gas of all.  

2) My roommate Shari bought _a_ radio.  She likes to listen to _ Ø _ music when she studies.  _The_ music she listens to is not my favorite type, so I usually ask her to turn _the_ radio down when I get home.

3) During our vacation in _ Ø _ Florida, we walked along _the_ beach and looked out at _the_ Atlantic Ocean.  _ The _ sun was shining, and we enjoyed relaxing on _ the _ sand.

