	Car Problems
	Car Fixes

	I ran out of gas.  I’m out of gas.

I’m stuck.  (in mud, in snow, out of gas)

My car is stuck.

My car broke down.

My car won’t start.  

My battery is dead.

My engine is dead.

My car died. 
My car stalled.  My car keeps stalling.

My car overheated.

I have a flat tire/ I have a flat.  

Yesterday, I got a flat tire while I was driving to class.

My tire blew out.

My tire has a slow leak.

I lost a hubcap.

My tires are bald.  I need new tires.

My windshield is cracked.  A rock hit my windshield.

I got a chip in my windshield. 

I’m lost.
	Stuck=  I need a tow.  I need to call a tow truck.

Dead battery= I need a jump.  

Could you jump start my car?

Do you have jumper cables?

Flat tire= I need to change a tire.

Could you help me change my tire?

Do you have a jack and a lug wrench?

I have a spare tire.

Chipped or cracked windshield= often insurance will cover this

Lost= Talk to a gas station attendant! (they are usually very helpful with directions ()


	Parts of a Car
	Driving Issues

	driver’s seat

passenger seat

back seat/rear seat

dashboard/dash

steering wheel

seatbelt

airbag

windshield

windshield wipers/wipers

headlights
brights/high beams
taillights
brake lights
turn signal/blinker
hazard lights/flashers
dome light

hood

trunk

bumper

fender

glove box

parking brake/emergency brake

brake pedal/brake

gas pedal/gas

clutch pedal/clutch (in a manual/stick car)

gear shift/stick (in a manual/stick car)

anti-lock brakes

rearview mirror

side mirror


	Accidents:

Mild:

fender-bender  (It’s just a fender-bender.)

bump (She bumped me, but everything looks fine.)

dent  (He dented my car.  It’s a small dent.)

scratch  (She scratched my car.  The paint is scratched.)

door ding/ding  (I parked too close to someone and got a door ding.)

side-swiped = to be hit along the side of the car
rear-ended = to be hit by the car behind you
More serious:
crash/collision
head-on collision
My car is totaled = the car is in really bad shape/not able to be repaired

Explanations:

I lost control of the car.

I skidded on some ice.

My brakes locked.

I didn’t even see that car!

The car in front of me stopped short.  

I slammed on the brakes.

	
	Car Care: 
Have an oil change/tune-up- every 4-6 months (they’ll check all fluids)

Check tire pressure- every 6 months

Renew tabs (sticker on license plate)- every year, by mail or online

Get an emissions test (Smog check)- the DOL will let you know when you need to do this (every other year for cars older than 5 years)


**If you get pulled over by the police:  Stay calm.  Slow down and pull over to the side of the road when it is safe to do so.  Stay in your car.  Roll down your window when the police officer approaches the car.  Keep your hands visible (on the steering wheel), and do not reach into your glove box until the police officer asks for your information.  He or she will usually want to see you license, registration, and sometimes proof of insurance.  Do NOT try to pay the police officer cash.  Police in the U.S. are usually polite and kind. 
