Would, Should, Could
Uses of WOULD
	To ask polite questions: 

And it’s often added to questions beginning with Who, What, When, Where, and How: 
	Would you come with me when I go to the doctor?

Would you like to get a coffee with me?

What would you recommend?

Who would like to answer this question?

When would you like me to come over?
How would you like to go with me when I visit her in the hospital? (colloquial)

Where would I find the ESL section in the library?


	To make polite requests:
(most often “I’d”)
	I would like some water, please.
I’d like you to be quiet, please.



	With “if” clauses to show or ask about at different response if the past had been different:
	If I had known how far it was, I would have driven instead of walked.

I wouldn’t have done that if I were you.

What would you have done if you were in that situation?

How would you have handled this situation? (implied “if”)



	With “if” clauses to show response to an unreal situation (hypothetical):


	If I won a million dollars in the lottery, I would buy a sailboat.

I would swim every day if I had a pool in my backyard.

	To show habitual past action:
	My puppy would bark every time I left her alone.

When my son was little, he would always talk to strangers in elevators!



	To show intention:
(usually with say or tell)
	My husband said he would fix my computer this evening.
You told me you would clean your room today.  Remember?



	To express a wish or desire about someone else, when the outcome is uncertain:

	I wish you would come home soon.

I wish that strange man would leave.

(usually not about ourselves – for self, we more often use could)


Uses of SHOULD

	To ask questions about what you are supposed to do or what you ought to do:
	Should I arrive early tomorrow?

Should I turn in my homework now?

Should she be sleeping right now?

Who should I give this to?

What should I study for this test?

	To strongly recommend,  advise, or suggest:
	You should see a doctor about that cough.

You should give me a call sometime.

Everyone should brush their teeth twice a day.

	To express what ought to happen or what is likely to happen:

(sometimes with an “if” clause)
	I think they should be here any minute.

Look at the time! I should really get going now.

If you take the highway, you should be there in about 2 hours.


Uses of COULD

	Past tense of can:
	When I was younger, I could run and jump more easily than I can now.

I couldn’t find my keys this morning.

	To ask polite questions of possibility or ability:

(can may also be used here, but could is more polite)
	Could I ask a favor?

Could you give me directions?

Could I turn in my assignment early?

Could you meet me tomorrow?

	To advise about possibilities or to offer choices:
Combine  with not  or never to show impossibility:
	You could use can in the questions above, but could is more polite.

You could do a lot better if you studied every day.

He’s such a good skater.  I think he could be in the Olympics someday! 

I couldn’t have gotten into art school because I’m terrible at drawing.

I could never do something like that.  I’m not that type of person.

	With “if” clauses to show possible or impossible response to an unreal situation:
	If I won a million dollars in the lottery, I could buy a sailboat.

I could swim every day if I had a pool in my backyard.

I couldn’t have gone, even if I’d been invited to the party.

	To express a personal wish, usually when the wish is impossible or unlikely:
	I wish I could go with you.

I wish my mother could be here to see this.

She wishes she could have been here today.


Notice the difference in meaning in these sentences:

If I won a million dollars, I could buy a sailboat.

If I won a million dollars, I would buy a sailboat.

If I won a million dollars, I should probably not buy a sailboat.  I should save the money for the future!
1) A: Excuse me, _________ you help me?  I think I’m lost.

B: Sure!  Where ___________ you like to go?

A: I’m visiting Seattle and I’m trying to find the Space Needle.  Do you have any other suggestions for sights I ____________ see?  What ____________ you recommend?

B: There are many interesting sights to choose from.  You __________ visit the Seattle Waterfront or you ____________ go to the Experience Music Project.  But you ____________ definitely go to Pike Place Market.  That’s the most famous destination in Seattle and you ___________ not miss it!

A: Thanks!  Now ____________ you show me how to find the Space Needle?

2)  A: What ____________ we look for in a candidate when we vote in a presidential election?

B: I think we _____________ vote for someone who has the ability to improve the quality of life in the U.S. 

A: What _______________ you do if you were President of the U.S.?

B: I  ______________  focus on reducing environmental pollution.

A: Every candidate says he’s going to do that, but it’s a really complicated problem.  What makes you think you _____________ actually stop pollution?

ANSWERS:

1) A: Excuse me, could you help me?  I think I’m lost.

B: Sure!  Where would you like to go?

A: I’m visiting Seattle and I’m trying to find the Space Needle.  Do you have any other suggestions for sights I should see?  What would you recommend?

B: There are many interesting sights to choose from.  You could visit the Seattle Waterfront or you could go to the Experience Music Project.  But you should definitely go to Pike Place Market.  That’s the most famous destination in Seattle and you should not miss it!

A: Thanks!  Now could you show me how to find the Space Needle?

2)  A: What should we look for in a candidate when we vote in a presidential election?

B: I think we should vote for someone who has the ability to improve the quality of life in the U.S. 

A: What would you do if you were President of the U.S.?

B: I would focus on reducing environmental pollution.

A: Every candidate says he’s going to do that, but it’s a really complicated problem.  What makes you think you could actually stop pollution?
