Hope and Wish
PRIVATE 

· We use the verb hope when something is very possible.

· We use the verb wish about untrue things, impossible things, things that are not likely to happen, or to express regret about a past situation
Some common mistakes with wish and hope :

INCORRECT: I wish I will be a doctor someday.

CORRECT: I hope I will be a doctor someday.

WHY: It’s possible that you might become a doctor someday, so we use hope.

INCORRECT: I hope I could grow wings and fly.

CORRECT: I wish I could grow wings and fly. 

WHY: It’s impossible for humans to grow wings and fly, so we use wish.
	HOPE- When things are possible or likely

	To say what you hope about the present, use the present or present continuous tense:


	I hope she knows where to find us.

I hope he feels better today.

I hope you are having a good time in Florida.

I hope you like the soup I made. 



	To say what you hope about the past, use the simple past tense:


	I hope she went to the doctor yesterday.

I hope he passed his exam this morning.

	To say what you hope about the future, use the present tense (or future tense, but it’s less common)
	I hope you feel better soon. 
   (I hope you will feel better soon.)

I hope she comes to see us when she visits Seattle next month.

   (I hope she’ll come to see us when she visits Seattle next month.)

I hope you have a good trip to Florida.

   (I hope you will have a good trip to Florida.)




Now compare the sentences below. All are hopes/wishes about the future. 

All are correct, but the meanings are different:

I hope the sun will come out today. (I want the sun to come out, and it’s possible.)
I wish the sun would come out today. (I want the sun to come out, but I think it’s unlikely that it will be sunny, and I’m annoyed or impatient about that.)
I hope my dog will stop chasing cats.  (I’ve been trying to teach my dog to stop chasing cats, and there is a possibility that she will stop chasing them.)

I wish my dog would stop chasing cats.  (There really is no possibility that my dog will ever stop chasing cats.)

If there is a chance that something can happen, we usually use hope, not wish.  
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Wish and Hope (Continued):

	WISH- When things are untrue, impossible, not likely to happen, or to express regret about the past.

	To say what you wish about the present, use the past or past continuous tense:


	I wish I could draw. 

I wish I had a bigger apartment. 

I wish we were going to the beach today.

I wish she were nicer to me.** 

I wish I were a better hip-hop dancer.** 

I wish he were here.**

(**NOTE:  We use were, not was, for all subjects when we use wish)



	To say what you wish about the past, use the past perfect tense:
If a wish in the past was impossible, we often use could + present perfect:


	I wish she had gone to the doctor yesterday. (She didn’t go to the doctor.)
I wish he had passed his exam this morning. (He didn’t pass.)
I wish I hadn’t eaten so much last night. (I ate a lot.)
I wish I could have gone to the concert yesterday. (I wanted to go, but I was unable to go, so I didn’t go.)

I wish I could have found the paint you needed for your art project. (I tried to find it, but I was unable to find it)



	To say what you wish about the future, use would:
(We often use this form to express impatience, annoyance, or dissatisfaction with a situation.)
	I wish you would come home soon. (You probably won’t.)
I wish he would quit smoking. (It’s not likely.)
I wish my dog would stop chasing cats. (She won’t.)



We can use the phrase “I wish you…” as a congratulatory expression:

I wish you a very happy birthday!

We wish you all the best in your new job.

I wish you good health and happiness!

Wish can also be used as a noun:

Make a wish and blow out your birthday candles!

The magic genie will give you 3 wishes.

PRACTICE:
	
I hope she __________ a good job soon.  She’s been unemployed for three months.
	I hope he __________ my house tonight with the map I drew for him.

	I hope I ________ see the President when he comes to Seattle next month.

	I hope everything _________ well for you during your final exam next week.


	I hope everyone ___________ the game I made for us. 

	I hope she __________ better soon!  She’s been sick for two weeks.


	I hope doctors _________ a cure for cancer someday.  It’s such a terrible disease.

	I hope Sarah _________ the present we gave her. 


	What do you hope for?  (

	What do you hope for?  (


	I hope you ____________ a great time on your vacation last week!
	I hope you ___________ a good time in Hawaii right now.  


	
I wish I ___________ a bigger house.  I can’t have a party for a big crowd here.
	I wish he ________________.  Those cigarettes are giving him a terrible cough.

	I wish you _____________ to the party with me last night.  It was so much fun!

	I wish the teacher __________ things more clearly.  I’m always so confused in this class.


	I wish the teacher _________ things more clearly.  I was really confused yesterday.

	I wish politicians ___________ more honest!  It seems that they’re always lying.


	I wish I ____________ the President when he came to Bellevue two years ago.

	I wish there __________ more books about computers in this bookstore.


	Make your own wish! (

	Make your own wish! (


	I wish I ___________ how to speak Chinese when I visited China last year.
	I wish my grandfather __________ still alive.  There are so many things I want to tell him.  


	
I hope she finds a good job soon.  She’s been unemployed for three months.

(Could also be she’ll find)
	I hope he finds my house tonight with the map I drew for him.

	I hope I see the President when he comes to Seattle next month.

(Could also be I’ll see)

	I hope everything goes well for you during your final exam next week.


	I hope everyone likes the game I made for us. 

	I hope she feels better soon!  She’s been sick for two weeks.


	I hope doctors find a cure for cancer someday.  It’s such a terrible disease.

	I hope Sarah liked the present we gave her. 

(Could also be likes)


	What do you hope for?  (

	What do you hope for?  (


	I hope you had a great time on your vacation last week!
	I hope you are having a good time in Hawaii right now.  


	
I wish I had a bigger house.  I can’t have a party for a big crowd here.
	I wish he would quit smoking.  Those cigarettes are giving him a terrible cough.

	I wish you could have come to the party with me last night.  It was so much fun!

	I wish the teacher would explain things more clearly.  I’m always so confused in this class.

(Could also be explained)


	I wish the teacher had explained things more clearly.  I was really confused yesterday.

	I wish politicians were more honest!  It seems that they’re always lying.

(Could also be would be)


	I wish I had seen the President when he came to Bellevue two years ago.

	I wish there were more books about computers in this bookstore.


	Make your own wish! (

	Make your own wish! (


	I wish I had known how to speak Chinese when I visited China last year.
	I wish my grandfather were still alive.  There are so many things I want to tell him.  


The Wish-Hope Game—“Hope” cards





The Wish-Hope Game--  “Wish” cards





The Wish-Hope Game—“Hope” cards- ANSWERS





The Wish-Hope Game--  “Wish” cards- ANSWERS








