Look + preposition

	look + preposition
	Meaning/Usage
	Examples

	look at

	when you want to show something


	Look at this!  


	look for

	when you want to find something


	I can’t find my keys!  Will you help me look for them?



	Directional prepositions:

	look to

	specific when you want to look left or right
	Look to your left before you make a left turn.



	look around

	when you look all over your surroundings 
	The lost child stood in the middle of the store, looking around trying to find his parents.



	Look + other directional prepositions:

look under,  look below,  look over,  look through,  look down,  look up


Look + preposition as a phrasal verb
	look after
	to take care of
	Carol will look after our children while we are at the movie.

	look down on
	to feel superior to another person
	She always looks down on people who don’t agree with her.  I think she is very arrogant.

	look into
	to search for answers or clues to a problem; to investigate
	The police will look into the recent robberies in the neighborhood.  Hopefully they will find the thief.

	look over
	to read; to check
	While he was looking over the papers, he noticed a couple of spelling mistakes.

	look out
	to be careful
	While you are hiking in the forest, you need to look out for snakes.  They are sometimes coiled on the trails.

	look up
	to research; to search for in a directory
	I don’t know that word, so I will look it up in the dictionary.

	look forward
	anticipate with excitement
	I look forward to meeting you!  

	look to
	follow a good example; get advice; or set a goal
	Children look to their parents for answers when they are young.  


