Prepositions:  Time and Place  -  in, on, at, to
	IN

	We use “in” with:  

months  -  in May, in January

seasons -  in winter, in fall, in the summer
countries -  in China, in the U.S.
city or town names – in New York, in Bellevue, in Seattle
times of the day – in the morning, in the afternoon, in the evening

  BUT:   at night!



	ON


	We use “on” with:

specific days or dates -  

on Friday 

on New Year’s Day 

on January 22

on the weekend, on weekends
on Wednesday morning


	AT


	We use “at” with:

specific times -  at 7 o’clock, at 6:30 in the morning

at night

specific places in a city -  at the mall, at the doctor, at school, at Bellevue College



	TO


	We use “to” with verbs that show movement (such as go and come):
He goes to school.

She will go to California next week.

They come to class every day.
Keiko will return to Japan in September.



Remember…

on a bike, on a bus, on a train, on a plane    BUT…   in a car 
in the morning, in the afternoon,     BUT…  at night.
Prepositions that follow certain words and expressions:

	afraid of
bored with
concentrate on
confused about 

confuse with 

congratulate on/congratulations on
crazy about
crash into
depend on
have a degree in
have a degree from
have a background in
impressed with/by
information about
in the mood for
interested in
married to (NOT with)
polite to
prepare for
rely on
responsible for
satisfied with
sorry about
thinking of/about

	 “Are you afraid of spiders?”

“I’m really bored with this assignment.”

“When I’m hungry, I can’t concentrate on my work.”

“I get really confused about English grammar sometimes.”

“Sometimes people confuse me with my sister because we look similar.”

“His boss congratulated him on a job well done.”

“I’m crazy about chocolate. I absolutely love it!”

“Look out!  You almost crashed into me!”

“You can depend on me to get the job done.”

“I have a degree in mechanical engineering.”

“I have a degree from the University of Pennsylvania.”

“I have a strong background in accounting and finance.”

“I’m very impressed with/by your work.”

“I need some information about the bus. Can you help me?”

“I’m in the mood for Chinese food tonight.”

“Are you interested in learning more about this?”

“I’ve been married to Mike for 20 years.”

“Be polite to your professors and teachers.”

“She needs to prepare for her TOEFL exam next month.”

“You can rely on me to get the job done.”

“Who is responsible for this mess?  Please clean it up!”

“I’m very satisfied with this restaurant.  Everything was delicious.”

“Anne was really sorry about missing your party last night.”

“I’ve been thinking about taking a French class.”


Preposition combinations that are good for resumes and job interviews:
	be responsible for
have a background in 

have a degree in 

have a degree from
have an interest in
rely on

depend on
prepared for
be proud of 
be excited about
have knowledge of
have a theory about
have a love of
have a desire to
have a passion for
be passionate about
be capable of
	“I’m responsible for all the marketing in our company.”

“I have a strong background in accounting and finance.”

“I have a degree in mechanical engineering.”

“I have a degree from the University of Washington.”

“I have an interest in assisting developing countries.”

“You can rely on me to be timely and hard working.”

“You can depend on me to get the work done efficiently.”

“I’m prepared for the many challenges ahead.”

“I’m proud of my accomplishments.”

“I’m excited about this opportunity.”

 “I have strong knowledge of U.S. economic history.”

“I have a theory about how we can improve this technology.”

“I have a love of American literature.”

“I have a desire to help others who are less fortunate.”

“I have a passion for learning.”

“I am passionate about teaching.”

“I am capable of learning new skills quickly and efficiently.”




Fill in the missing prepositions…

Use:    on,   in,   to,   or   at
Sarah graduated from high school _____ San Francisco _____ June 5, 2010.  She moved _____ Seattle _____ September.  Now she goes _____classes _____ the University of Washington.  She usually arrives _____ 8 o’clock _____ the morning and leaves _____ 4 o’clock _____ the afternoon.

_____ weekends, she likes driving _____ her friend’s house _____ Canada.  Her friend lives _____ Vancouver.  She usually arrives _____ Friday evening and leaves _____ Sunday morning.  _____ Saturday, they often meet friends _____ the mall or _____ a restaurant _____ the evening.  They often go dancing _____ night.

_____ the summer Sarah will go home _____San Francisco.  She will miss her friends from the UW, but she will see them again _____ the fall.  
Answers: 

Sarah graduated from high school in San Francisco on June 5, 2010.  She moved to Seattle in September.  Now she goes to classes at the University of Washington.  She usually arrives at 8 o’clock in the morning and leaves at 4 o’clock in the afternoon.

On weekends, she likes driving to her friend’s house in Canada.  Her friend lives in Vancouver.  She usually arrives on Friday evening and leaves on Sunday morning.  On Saturday, they often meet friends at the mall or at a restaurant in the evening.  They often go dancing at night.

In the summer Sarah will go home to San Francisco.  She will miss her friends from the UW, but she will see them again in the fall.  
