Phrases, abbreviations, and expressions you might see on invitations:
	RSVP
	Please reply to the host to let them know if you are coming.


	RSVP, Regrets Only
	Reply to the host only if you cannot attend the party.


	BYOB
	Bring Your Own Beverage  (or Bring Your Own Beer!) – This is usually for a very casual party


	Black Tie
	A formal event.  Men should wear a tux, women should wear a cocktail dress or gown.


	Black Tie Preferred
	A formal event, and most men will wear a tux, but they can choose not to.


	Black Tie Optional
	A formal event, but men can choose whether or not to wear a tux.


	Cocktail Attire
	Women should wear a cocktail dress. Men should wear a suit and tie.



	Business Attire
	Women should wear a skirted suit, skirt and blouse or sweater, or nice pants.  Men should wear a suit and tie.


	Business Casual
	Women can wear anything except jeans.  Men wear nice slacks and collared shirt or sweater.


	Casual Dress
	Jeans are okay, as are pants, skirts, and casual dresses.  Use your own judgment (



When you are invited to someone’s home, it is customary to ask if you can bring some food:

	“What can I bring?”  or  “How can I help?”
“Would you like me to bring something?”

“May I bring something?”


The host or hostess will respond by accepting your offer to bring something:
	“Could you bring a dessert?” 

“Would you like to bring a salad?”  

“Thank you. That would be great.  What would you like to make?”


OR he or she will kindly refuse your offer:
	“Just bring yourselves!”

“Thank you, but I’ve got it covered.”

“No need to bring anything.”


Even if your host refuses food, you may still bring a hostess gift.
Ideas for hostess gifts, if you are invited to someone’s home:  A bottle of wine, flowers, a small plant, chocolates, a decorative candle or some other small decorative piece.

If you are invited to a housewarming party, you might bring something for the home:  A picture frame, a serving dish or other item for the kitchen, a plant, a small clock, or a decorative item for the home.

Vocabulary for Inviting, Accepting, and Declining Invitations:

	Inviting someone:

“Would you like to go to a movie with me next Friday?”

“We’re having a party at my house next Saturday at 7.  I hope you can make it!”

 “I’d like to have you and Mike over for dinner on Sunday.”

“I was wondering if you’d like to have a coffee with me this afternoon?”

 “Can you join me at Starbucks for coffee?”

“We’re having a (get-together/gathering/wine & cheese party/dinner party) Saturday evening.  Are you free to join us?”
“Let’s have lunch together sometime.”

“Let’s plan on having lunch this week. What day is good for you?”
“Do you have time for lunch after class tomorrow?”

“There is a great new Indian restaurant in town. Would you like to try it for lunch one day next week? We’ll go Dutch.”
“There is a great new Indian restaurant in town. Would you like to try it for lunch one day next week? It’s on me.”


Get-together – casual social gathering.

Dutch treat – sharing the cost of a meal; each person paying for his or her own food; also know as going Dutch.
Rain check – the possibility to do something at another time (From baseball, this means you may go back another time for free if the game is rained out) 

Example:  “Oh, I can’t make it to the party this time.  But I’ll take a rain check!”  (it’s a friendly and fun way of saying you’re really disappointed to miss the event, and you’d like to be invited another time)
	Accepting an invitation:

That sounds great!  Count me in.


Yes, I’d love to come!  Thank you.

Thanks for the invitation.  I’d love to come!

Thank you, I’d love to join you.

Sounds wonderful.  Thank you for inviting me.

Sure!

Yes, Thanks for thinking of me/including me.
I’m looking forward to it.

Clarifying invitations:
Is there parking?

What is the dress code for the party?

Is it dressy?  Is it casual?
What are you wearing? (if the host is a friend, it’s okay to ask)
I might be a little late.  Is that okay?

Is it adults only or are children included?

	Declining an invitation:

I’m so sorry, I can’t make it. I already have plans.
Thank you for the invitation, but I’m sorry I can’t come.

Thanks so much, but I won’t be able to join you.

I already have plans that evening.  I’m so sorry to miss it!

I wish I could, but I’m busy.  Maybe another time, though.

I can’t make it that day, but maybe another time.

I’m sorry; I have an appointment. How about another day?
That would be wonderful, but I’m out of town. How about a rain check?

I would love to join you next time. I won’t be able to make it this time.
Unsure or Buying Time before responding:
Thank you so much. Let me check my calendar and get back to you.

That’s so nice. Let me check with my wife/with my husband.
Sounds wonderful. Let me get back to you as soon as I check my schedule.



