	
	Uses
	Examples

	Say
	Used with direct and indirect speech
Say is most often used without a personal object.
If we want to put a personal object after say, we add to.


	Direct:  She said, “You did a good job.”

Indirect:   She said that I did a good job.
** the word that may be omitted in indirect speech:

                  She said I did a good job.
She said that she would be late.  (NOT She said me…)

I want to say to everyone here… 

	Tell


	Usually  used with indirect speech 

After tell, we use a personal object to say who is told.  (tell someone something)
Sometimes tell is used to tell someone to do something
Tell is not usually used before objects 
We do use tell to tell a story.

	She told me that she was hungry.

He told me he would be late.

He told the teacher that he would be late.

She told me to wait for her.

Tom’s mother told him to clean his room.

We DON’T say:  Alice told a bad word.

We DO say:  Alice said a bad word.

The teacher told a funny story about her childhood.

	Talk 

	There is not very much difference between speak and talk, but generally talk is the more common word for informal communication.


	We talked about many things during lunch.

When the teacher walked into the room, everyone stopped talking.

	Speak
	Speak is often used for one-way communication (giving speeches) and for more serious or formal situations.

Speak is the usual word to refer to knowledge and use of languages.  
	The speaker spoke about politics for several minutes during his speech.

She spoke to us about some health issues.

I will have to speak to that boy—he’s not behaving very nicely.
He speaks Japanese.

(we NEVER use talk for languages)

	
	
	


